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SYT 100i—INTRODUCTION TO THEOLOGY 
 

FALL SEMESTER 2016 
 

COURSE OUTLINE 
 

Class Start Date: Wednesday, September 7, 2016 
Final Class Date: Monday, December 20, 2016 
Professor: Fr. Dave Norman O.F.M. 
Office Hours: Not Applicable 
Office: 2—06 
Telephone: 780-392-2450 ext. 2215 
Home Telephone: 780-476-2338 
Email: dave.norman@newman.edu 
 
Course Description: The nature of theology. The relationship between theology and the following: 
revelation (Scripture and Tradition); spirituality and liturgy, philosophy and the human sciences. Faith and 
reason. The high points of theology throughout the history of the Church. The importance of theology for 
the Church. Theology and the teaching office of the Church. Theology and Church before and after Vatican II. 
Writing skills in theology. 
 
Course Objectives: To learn key theological terms, concepts, issues and methods. To develop a thoughtful, 
critical mind—essential to doing theology as “faith seeking understanding”—in the context of the Church 
over time. To practice and to expand the research and technical skills necessary to do acceptable oral and 
written theological reflection and work. To see the importance of the discipline of theology as a whole and 
in its specialized forms or branches (e.g. systematic, scriptural, historical, moral, spiritual, pastoral). To view 
theology in relationship to Scripture, Tradition, the teaching Magisterium of the Church, historical 
movements, ecumenism, ethics, cultural diversity and so on. To realize the way in which various sources are 
utilized by theology—Scripture, Church teachings, philosophy, as well as the human sciences and the arts. To 
become aware of key representative theologians and philosophers as well as different types and methods of 
theology. To understand the meaning of a personal synthesis (and to begin to work towards forming one) 
that assists in an ongoing, integrated approach to faith in Jesus Christ, the revelation of the triune God. 
The course uses adult learning techniques, such as assigned readings and one on one professor/student 
discussions (via the internet). 
 
Course Assignments and Evaluation: 
 
All written work will be graded on content (50%) and style (50%). For an “A” the written work must be clear, 
well organized and contain few if any grammatical and/or spelling errors. The difference between an A and 
an A- is usually attributable to the aforementioned deficiency. For a “B” the written work demonstrates a 
suitably clear presentation of the material and is adequately organized with a minimum number of 
grammatical and/or spelling errors. For a mark of “C+” or less the writing is not very clear nor are the ideas 
expressed or organized very well and there are numerous grammatical and/or spelling errors. 
With regard to the two synopses for Doing Theology and The Shape of Catholic Theology you are invited to 
give a critique of both books. As for the critique, the first thing I look for is a comment on some of the 
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following: is the book readable; are the ideas expressed clearly; is the topic adequately addressed; does the 
book miss something that, in your opinion, should have been covered? The second thing I look for is 
evidence of your own appropriation of the book. How did the book influence your life or work? Did the book 
do anything to advance your faith understanding? 
 
 
For September 12th read John O’Malley’s What Happened At Vatican II. Cambridge, Mass.: The Belknap 
Press of Harvard University Press, 2008, pages 1-92. 
 
For September 19st and 5% of the final mark write a 1 page summary (300 words per page on a 12 pt font) of 
Hans Urs von Balthasar’s “The Place of Theology,” in Explorations in Theology: Vol. 1: The Word Made Flesh. 
San Francisco: Ignatius, 1989, pages 149-160. 
 
For September 26th read the Introduction and Part I (Articles 1-49) from Verbum Domini. 
 
For October 3rd read Hans Urs von Balthasar’s “The Unity of Theology and Spirituality,” in Convergences: To 
the Source of Christian Mystery. San Francisco: Ignatius, 1983, 17-45. 
 
For October 17th and 25% of the final mark write a 5-6 page synopsis (300 words per page on a 12 pt font) of 
Doing Theology by Jared Wicks S.J. New York: Paulist, 2009, 1-139. You may include your own critique of the 
book, but please restrict it to the last page of your synopsis. No late submissions will be accepted. 
 
For October 24th read the Introduction to Hans Urs von Balthasar’s The Glory of the Lord Vol. 2: Studies in 
Theological Styles: Clerical Styles (San Francisco: Ignatius, 1984, 11-30). For 5% of the final mark write a one 
page response to the following question: How would you summarize the argument Balthasar makes? 
 
For October 31st read Ut unum sint (That All May Be One).For 5% of the final mark write a one page response 
to the following question: what is the gist of the argument for Christian unity? 
 
For November 14th read “The Marian Principle” from Hans Urs von Balthasar’s Elucidations (London: SPCK, 
1971, 64-72). For 5% of the final mark write a one page response to the following question: why is the figure 
of Mary important for a Roman Catholic understanding of the Church? 
 
For November 21st and 30% of the final mark write a 7-8 page synopsis (300 words per page on a 12 pt font) 
of The Shape of Theology by Aidan Nichols. Collegeville, Minnesota: Liturgical, 1991. Please keep your own 
critique of the book, if you have one, to the end of your synopsis and limit it to one page. No late 
submissions will be accepted. 
 
For November 28th read Larry Siedentop’s Inventing the Individual: The Origins of Western Liberalism. 
London: Penguin Books, 2014, 288-320. For 10% of the final mark write a 3 page response to the following 
question: what role did Ockham play in the establishment of individual rights? 
 
For December 5th and 5% of the final mark write a one page response to the following question: what would 
you consider to be the major differences between Barth’s and Rahner’s theological insights? 
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Participation in the discussion forum is worth 10% of the final mark. Note: Submissions to the discussion 
forum must be made before the stated deadline. 
 
Textbooks: 
 
Jared Wicks, S.J. Doing Theology. New York: Paulist Press, 2009. 
Aidan Nichols, O.P. The Shape of Catholic Theology. Collegeville, Minnesota: The Liturgical Press, 1991. 
 
Recommended Reading: 
 
Dei Filius 
Dei Verbum 
Deus caritas est 
Dignitatis humanae 
Unitatis redintegratio 
Orientalium ecclesiarum 
 
General Academic Information: 
 
Extensions: see Course Assignments and Evaluation (above) 
Plagiarism: see Student Handbook 
Academic grievances and grade appeals: see Student Handbook 
NTC grading system: see NTC Academic Calendar 
Style Sheets: Chicago, Turabian, MLA, APA 
Late Submission Policy: see Course Assignments and Evaluation (above) 
 
Course Schedule: 
 
September 12—O’Malley’s What Happened At Vatican II, pages 1-92. 
 
September 19—“The Place of Theology” from Balthasar’s Explorations in Theology Vol.1: The Word Made 
Flesh.  
 
September 26—Verbum Domini articles 1-49. 
 
October 3—Balthasar’s “The Unity of Theology and Spirituality.” 
 
October 17—Wicks’s Doing Theology and The Teaching Authority of the Church.   
 
October 24—Irenaeus and Bonaventure and the Introduction to The Glory of the Lord Vol. 2: Studies in 
Theological Styles: Clerical Styles. 
 
October 31—Ut unum sint (That All May Be One) and Unitatis redintegratio (Decree on Ecumenism) .  
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November 14—“The Marian Principle” from Elucidations and Nostra aetate (Declaration on the 
Relationship of the Church to Non-Christian Religions). 
 
November 21—Nichols’s The Shape of Theology. 
 
November 28—Luther, William of Ockham and Larry Siedentop’s Inventing the Individual. 
 
December 5—The 20th Century Revival—Barth, de Lubac, and Rahner. 


